






Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Solar Cooker?
A solar cooker works on the premise that
heat from the sun has the capacity to heat
something—say a pot—to the point of
cooking the food inside. Reflection is the
method used to capitalize on the natural
amount of heat off of a surface, like foil. The
reflected solar heat can then be transmitted
through a transparent surface (a plastic bag),
which lets heat in but not escape. Once the
heat has been absorbed inside to warm the
pot, that heat is transferred to the food.

Cardboard lined with a reflective surface
(tin foil), when assembled to certain
specifications, can not only harness, but
cook with energy from the abundant sun!

What Is Involved in Equipping
an Entire Refugee Camp?
For the first year of implementing the
project, we start by introducing the
concept to the elders of the camp, including
the President of the Refugees and the
President of the Women Refugees. When
the camp leadership is supportive of

introducing solar cooking, a team of
committed refugees is trained to work
with the Solar Cooker Project. A manu-
facturing plant and store room are built
and materials are transported into the
camp. Materials include: cardboard, foil,
Gum Arabic (glue), and supplies to make
carrying bags and heat retention baskets.

Refugee employees begin the manufacture
of the cookers, while other women serve
as trainers to educate the women and girls
in the proper use of the cookers. Distribution
begins with each family receiving two
cookers (and more for larger families).

After the entire camp is completely trained,
a maintenance program is instituted to
repair and replace cookers as needed.

How Long Do the Cookers Last?
According to a recent evaluation, most
cookers last three to six months. However,
new cookers outfitted with wind and rain
protection are expected to last up to one year.

Where And How Are the Cookers Made?
An important part of the Solar Cooker
Project is the income-generating aspect.
Rather than sending the assembled cookers
straight to the camps, some women work
in the manufacturing plant where they
receive the component parts for the
cookers to be manufactured on site.
Income-generating jobs include cutting
the cardboard, gluing foil to the cardboard,
painting pots black to absorb heat, and
sewing the heat-retention bags.

What Kind of Food Is Made in the Cookers?
The cookers are capable of making all the
traditional foods the refugees eat: rice,
macaroni, la boule (traditional millet or
maize-based meal), la bouillie (porridge),
millet, wheat, beans, lentils, yellow peas,
sweet potatoes, meat, sauces and tea
(provided all these things are available).
Solar cookers provide for the opportunity
to make protein-rich grains, which would
otherwise require too much firewood.

Can a Solar Cooker Boil Water
and Kill Bacteria?
Yes. The cookers do boil water; usually
not a rolling boil, but it does reach 100ºC,
212ºF. However, water does not have to be
“sterile” to be safe to consume—safe water
only has to be pasteurized (at 65ºC,
150ºF), partially sterilized, to kill the
bacteria that causes human disease.

If the Cooker Is Made Out of
Cardboard, Won’t It Catch Fire?
No. Paper burns at 451ºF; the cooker
doesn’t get that hot.

Does Solar Cooking Help the Environment?
Yes. Two solar cookers can save one ton
of wood per year.

What Does My $30 Donation Do?
A $30 donation allows JWW to supply
one family with two solar cookers and
training to use the cookers.
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The mission of Jewish World Watch
is to re-sanctify and realize the
post-Holocaust oath of “Never

Again”– starting with the genocide in
Darfur. JWW works to combat genocide
and other egregious violations of human
rights internationally through three
modes of action: EDUCATION, ADVOCACY,
and REFUGEE RELIEF. The Solar Cooker
Project is part of JWW’s refugee relief
prong—immediate support to the people
affected by such atrocities, in this case
women and girls.

These words from one of the refugee
women at the Iridimi Camp in Chad
highlight their predicament:

“Women and girls often get beaten
and raped by Janjaweed and local militias
when we are out in the bush to get
firewood, but we take the risk because we
need firewood to cook for our families.”

People fleeing the genocide in Darfur,
Sudan who come to live in the refugee
camps across the border in Chad are
relatively safe—that is, as long as they
stay within the confines of the camp.
However, in order to eat, food must be
cooked, and in order to cook, firewood
must be gathered. Due to deforestation
and drought, women (whose job it is to
collect firewood) must go farther and
farther outside of the camps to find the
wood, which puts them in great danger

of unspeakable attack and rape. Solar
cookers, on the other hand, do not require
any wood collection at all, instead drawing
energy from the sun.

The goal of the SOLAR COOKER
PROJECT is to diminish abhorrent
crimes committed against women
and girls through alternative cooking
methods, which in turn reduces tensions
with local Chadians and rebels.

The Project’s partners include:
Tchad Solaire, the NGO on the ground
which provides staff and training in the
camps; KoZon Foundation, a charitable
organization based in the Netherlands;
Solar Cookers International which
provides technical assistance; and the
United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) which assists with
logistics.

The Solar Cooker Project: A Refugee
Relief Project of Jewish World Watch

UPDATE
WINTER 2008 | www.SolarCookerProject.org

The dangerous task: girls carrying firewood.
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High School Student Shelby Layne is
driving a passionately successful
fundraising campaign all her own. By
selling handmade and collected jewelry,
she has raised $40,000 for the Solar Cooker
Project! She was recently awarded the
Diller Teen Tikkun Olam Award award for
her “exceptional community service and
outstanding leadership in helping to
repair the world.”

Motivated by a Social Studies project to
choose a world issue, fourteen-year-old
Callen Raveret transformed his family’s
hiking trip to the top of 6,228-foot Mt.
Washington into an opportunity to gain
sponsors and in turn funds for the benefit
of the Solar Cooker Project. From two
common experiences—school and
family vacations—Callen has found a
means to support those who are in
immediate need of relief.

What inspires you to make
a difference? E-mail us!

solarcookers@JewishWorldWatch.org

Shelby Layne at one of her jewelry sales.

Callen Raveret at the top of Mt. Washington

Solar Superstars

Rabbi Harold M. Schulweis, Janice Kamenir-Reznik, Co-Founders
Tzivia Schwartz-Getzug, Executive Director

Sheila Wasserman,Women’s Committee Chair
Rachel Andres, Solar Cooker Project Director

Newsletter assistance provided by Evie Garf, Solar Cooker Project intern
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Please accept my donation of:

� $30 to buy 2 cookers for 1 family

� $150 to buy 10 cookers for 5 families

� $300 to buy 20 cookers for 10 families

� $900 to buy 60 cookers for 30 families

� $2,700 to buy 180 cookers for 90 families

� Other $______________

Total Amount Enclosed: $________________

� Check enclosed (payable to Jewish World Watch)
� Please charge my: � Visa � Mastercard

Name(s)

Address

City State Zip

Tel Email

Name on credit card

Card # Exp. date

Signature

Billing Address
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Please mail this form to: JWW, Solar Cooker Project, 17514 Ventura Blvd. Suite 206 Encino, CA 91316 or fax to: (818) 501-1835. News 2008

� YES! I want to bring solar cookers to the women in the refugee camps.

__ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __




